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Maude Adams invents Stage Lighting device
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-
1 l).". \\ Ith , .· er .1eOl'&0rt . of . ; -!_ 1 . e ma:1 ,., -

.. geri - , · elee't.rlela. · • :. tb. , l 'ttJ, . I dy· 
began t 0 1DCG co lmpro _: e lbe· DI ,lit ' . - n: 
ot' . -·- fl _~ .t _· c.t In The. Llttl . 1n1 -1e·r / Jt, 
,II-·d . , , ... ,r been Q'UJ'te _-_ rl,at_ .ct,01ry. From · 
th, II h ,_ , . -~ !· me lb .. · chl.ll.. dan,k, 
IJ&J(~'ltgh': ot an ApnJ nJgbt; but the f 'oot.- I 

llgbts · .. t the am · time _ ·- ._· ·-_• ted bro ,d 
d·_ a· 1.• -- ...1..L., Tb,· -1 - ... '-"•ed·· th_..-· b· · ·m·--· ,a-·n t- ·h·,, · 1 . . ,,I ' • '" . . ' ~ ,&ii:,& . . ' . - . ' . ' . ' ) .. ·. 

.roo,tll _ bts, and. :first ,made b -·r ' '11 lsb tbem _ 

.out ot tho the t -_· ·_ 1 

·-rben a partlcul ·.r ' Jlgbt Imp -· -. on - ,aa. 
n -"':~ - .· 1·-0 ,. · tb-- · .. · -~ne .In the ---\~:::!& 1·,t , :.c:u - . . r - ~ ·!I. - - - - - - '"""" 

co Id not ~ got. 'bp using tb1e -. , hit·• 1 
b·uJbs Ju tbe t:·oo:tllghta. And. ,at that Um.e· , 
th,ere .. a · 'DOt the gre_ ---~ 'D.,um:ber ojr flnely 1 
d:ltferen., · -~'- led, col10,red. ,Ugb·_ . • ·1 a jow· have 
'lo, c .. --. _~: from. Sometli'lag ba1d to1 be 
,dona to -oft•.· _· n tbe •epallor o,f ' t _- e foo;t .. : 
. Ilg' -· · St,, -. ;rp,J of u . : lent. a - ,-- d to th.e 
expertm·· · t~'dtmnla~ tbe llgb.ta d .·· •·-· •· 
l:ng 1thelr· num·ber. but , · thou·t ,ge'ttln _-

11 

c.be 11s··:. ~ e1·.rect"" 1· - --_· _·-me · -~ -~c·k . t.o tb.e: '. 1 

th tre t 1t.er - matla.le o e f 'CJeffloo,n 
for , n , •our', --- or ~. - t th1e thins my 1,r:. 
But. -- · ·,me-,bod-·--- · "- ·4 ..n·t --- - -- ·_· .d o· 1• ,..,.,~ Tb . .. -, .. · 

1 I • _ _ 1 _ -. • -.. • i" . (.,.f!l!la'" ! . . ,. - 1 • ;& ..... ~ • . - . 

foatl:lgbt-~' , _-_ ere· tum1 , • ,o·n 10 t -_ -t th.e:y : 
I I . .. b -_. ~ -: u• D- ·, . · . ·-rJ~-11'.. .aJ-111_.... · . ... . :r,kJ·-· ·n, · · 

- - - ' ' . 'WF"W~ ... u. '!l!!l'if - -- -

,_ Jon,-., tram pl -1 • , t . - e, p tl:l·n\ •. - ,_ m -. , 
tbJD1 

.-_· on :cb l:ti --b, 

iH F• 1 - - , ,b , ! ~ l ,h ·-. l'o,n . ly· ti ,ur:. crl _d ou1 
lo ·m. :. ·1•,. ·-•• foun:d 1t,.• and h _: 1ld u.p a 
bottle. 

tU i l , r _ ,o _ "'I _ . It, - _ my old f ·rl n, .• 1Th · 
Blo•om. ot Yo,uth 11 '

1 tr.l,cnd ,o.r m.,y 'bo 10m, 1 
1: ml h.l - , ,-• _ , f1 m,o·u I ,t:, ~ ,or; ,- t Ion 'for thc1.· 
f . --~- of . , - .r ,• - nd 'h no~ th :-o,_ 
~,~ · , -_ ~~tore ·~bere _ .. -- s' M .1• Ad . m . :_ d.• I 

m.ln' · Ir rln · , 'Tile· Bloo•m o,t' Y,ou1,1,· to ·t ·1e 
foa·tll, 'ht~ - A 'Dd It · ,a\~• ,exact l)· t.'hc color -
'tOn·e: I ,le ·~· n . · _. · - Thus., partly 'b>· .. · .ud.y 1 

and ,ob - r · 1.lo1n. partl:,, DY cclde·11,t . lll .·, , 
Ada -~-, ,ea,t on a :nd on,, from o,ne ·di 
covery to _ ,_ O'thi' ·r. ,l:n. ■,tase l.lghtlna. 

,,.H10 - d , . _ u ,m - .n. ny· •. ccl.de,nt: •11 

, •• W ,elli on ... n ,,lg:h.t. ,d,ur!,n« • ~· p · rf,ormane:· 
o·f ~L•Al5l10,n,1 ·lhe foot'll 1 -·hta .udd nly 
wen't, o·u, la. 'lbe fletd or Vl -·sram ,scene. 
Every'body _ ~ ~- upset 'by the accident • . 
a.nd - d · · --lt'h ess,l.a .'natlons or IJJ .. 'm• 
p&lby. 'B ' ,t neither, ·wa,a need.ed,.. ~'[I _-­
Ad ma _ ,a de·Ugbted · 1t ·th - m 1lsbap .. 
•E,·eryth _ · , ,_ - t h ,- p1,ena, help-~?• wa.s. be·r 
•exc: - 01& lo,, • ·w1.t · tl •. ,. ,f 1oatllgl1.ts •x-
'tfng-ul1:h -- • · nd on >· llgbled from a'bo·\ie,,, 
.a.h ,e f ,ou _,d b ·· -.. . ·. If mo, , ,cJ.o -- ly tak•&:n ·lnt.o 
tl1e · .__ _ ·ne and the Illusion sp,le·ndl,d:1,· 
hel.ghten _ --~- :Free ot· -the· 'l)lerc.l.ng, dl,s-, 
to,rtln ~ 11 ·h,_ ■, from -· ... 10 ·I. •,L ,'Al 'l1on· f It 
bl 1r , ., - · t11• a .,eld o,r Wagra,m. 1 

· T,h.e I.end, nc3r· ,of ·ll1 - --· exp .rlencca 9.•aa · 
· 1 A·" h r· 1 lo .. -'• _,U __ d 1e ·. I ' ,- _,- . ' .:.a'fflB, t _ -_· 't '~,oo,tll1gh1s. 

at ,pr· sent 'U•scd i·n tl1e lheat·re., ,_ r 
an Im_ -:dim -,nt rnt·11 r 'l'h.an a . ti,elp. 

·- • '•,o.thln· _ I , ad as ,)·et · .ugge·sted 11s ell l 'n 
pl;ac·_· ,a.r t'ootll.s ·h.t.s~ ,But t.h,e problem h:ad 
r ~ du,c: a. It - _ If' t.o th - •q u -•■'tl:o.n of count.er'-, 

1 

'A 1Cl :ln,5 ·th to,rce of th . 'fOOtllshtc .. ll 
.m,ust be po1'"'erful -un•llk.e, Jlgt1t from . 
-_·bo e • . · .,. & , .Ad"1.m.·1 kn.ew. She sa"· ,~root·· 
o:r t 'bls .- .t Th 1Co,rnedl,e Francal.se on,·· 
nlg-.. t when. llght,ed O·n ·1~· by t.he gre t 
c;h __ nd.· I ,er ;t 'rom, abov1e,, t'he f 'ac _c.. , of 
_ -_- o,un t . s .ully a.nd the· c,om,pany , .roup =- -

be:blnd h1lm for a.. C'u.rtaJn, c,all. ,We.re ti- ' 
lum,lnl!-4!. 'l 'n r :in r mann.e·r th ,n, ·wb111n ' 

,a.JI 'lh - bard, r · l.lghta and r·oottltbts we·ra 
- ~. full op .r:a.tlO'ft," 

••Jt was ,a tln.e lllus,tra'tlon, o.f t.he ef',fec\ _ 
, Ji -: de : .. l.r ·-d . An arc light would no1t give 
lt1, r ·,or. ·t 'b.e llaht. must be 4lf('U11ed. e·venly 
'r&J ed, . n ,ot co.nc·ent·rated"' _··•or w ,ou.14 a 
-_-. clum.. I.th 11,- ap~tterlng and ,~a.rLG.bl -­

n · ·_· - or f ,lam,a.. answ,er n n.,y bette·r·. But 
e,~-ry 1110 ' -- · -nd th· ·n p,ro,.gre ,,-_ waa report.. 
ed to :Mr. Froihm/ n. 1 ·e·lt.he,r Eni '.'11\nd,, · 
.: .:,_-- -1 ci n,o(r G1 rm ny contr·lbuted .--•'n,yuttnc 
'ta the ■'u,bJ1ec1:" As It I Jn no -_ton, --··•hat 
the brtd. -: - ha . ·b - -,n ftn -11.Y p -rtec,tcd. •o• 

-- t ID 'Bo ·ton tbat tb.e ·flr1t rude , 

2 



eleps were laken loward thinking It out. 
To atrengthen the lla;hta abOvo and dlf• 
fuae their raya they were removed from 
the borders and ••t by cluster• lnsldfl 
dlabJ):lna. 

"They were a gnat Joke for a tone 
time-those dlabpana. Bu~ It seems that, 

out of little dlahpana grow great light 
brldBes. To Mla1 Adam• nerself the whole 

1 
experience bu been a joyous ad,·enture. 
Its work has l>een tun; lt• dclaya added 
lncentlvea: Its final acbtevement, always 

' a cert.aJnty. 
The new brlc1se. It ts ~Ueved. ls the 

lona;est step yet taken to..,a.r~ the end 
so many are atrtvlns toc-JlghtJng the 
stage, not theat:1e&lly, but •• nature 
lights her l&ndscape1. lt W1.ll be used 
principally In cycloramtc i1eenes, as In the 
new third a.ct of "Peter Pan'-to enhance 
the sense of distance. The trouble with 
present stalfe 11.;hUng ls t.hat lt ls still 
artificial; true to the conventlonalJUes of 
tho st.nee, but not true to nature. Na.­
lure llghta the scene of her great atage 
from one concentrated source. "Up to 
no"'•: · It 11:as explained, ••we ha.ve been 
lighting the scene, of our llttle stages 
trom many polnts-frum the footlight s, 
from the wlnge of t'he stage, by spot• 
Uchu tn Cront, or by five or alx border 
atrfpa above the scene. Yet we get 
low lights where we staould get hlSh 
Urhts: great shadows where n·e should 
get diffused lights : Rnd rarely, IC e,·er, 
even with the combined art of a scene 
]'nlnter and the elcctrtctan, do \\·e pro­
duce 11 aenee of the mystery or limitless 
spRce. Theae are some ot the faults 
11,·hlch It 111 expected will b<& corrected by 
the new light brldcc." 

Th• dllel value of t~ llsht brld,:e b lbe avtl • 
lltltuUoa ot • new, s teady l1cht In p~co o t the 
utua.J car'bona. Tb- upe,cllLIIY prepa?ff ln­
c:a.ndeacent llcht■ ota the bride• w ill e liminate 
tho 111Qr lu and tttckerlnp or th e old llcbt.. 

· The 11,:ht br1di;o hu connection, from either 
t'nd. Its ■e,·en dlrl,rtblo baby spo t ll&hta 4n'1 
Olll)CClally .:onstr uclcd bun<:h llcbt■ n1alce UI' 11n 
tmpro,·cd Cor m oC ._•ce llcbtlnc, bcc:ause or tho 
a:eM\lnc.1s and lm111cnao P<>"-·er to be h.ad CNm . ~ 1.ic:1n. 

An OJ)4!r.. tor stands In this manner- at ea.ch 
bunch lli;ht (thero aro ae,·cn> a nd, .,.· Ith a ll 
border 11,rhts. -footlli;hte. and •tr1pll,:ht■ e:atln­
cul•hM- t he ■taco Is floodM • llh a po,rcrC\IJ 
a nJ a1.-a d y lli;h t Crom the brtdce a lone. 
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